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LAND ROVER DONATIONS
FREE STATE VOLUNTEERS COLLECTION DRIVE
SARCS volunteers took to the streets
in Bloemfontein and collected toys
and toiletries. The goods collected
were donated to a shelter in the area.
The same team of volunteers, on the
24th conducted door-to-door campaigns and back to care service with
DoH (Department of Health) office in

The donations received from the Land
Rover Hope Boxes campaign were distributed on the 9th November to the Red
Cross Vanderbijlpark ECD (Early Childhood Development) centre. These were
toys distributed to the kids and the tinned
foods were divided amongst the same
centre, Vaal ECD and amongst vulnerable
communities in the Evaton area.

preparation for World Aids Day. The
team distributed condoms in Soutpan
which is 38km from Bloemfontein and
also had a community dialogue with
the members of society within that
community. The team also conducted
HCT (HIV Counselling and Testing) services at Kagisano Combined School in
Soutpan. The tested were teachers
and Grade 12 learners.
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16
DAYS

The principal and life orientation teacher of Enqileni
Primary School in Port Elizabeth invited the Red Cross

OF ACTIVISM

to a school concert in which the children would por-

On the 29th November, SARCS Newcastle team took to the streets in Ma-

throughout the year. It is their wish for the SARCS

dadeni CBD to commemorate 16 days of activism. The main event was

to know that its Peer Education programmes has a

held at Ntobeko Secondary School. Talks were given on prevention and

lasting effect on the lives of their pupils. From songs

lessons behind the activism, what it stands for and what it is about.

which lamented the sadness of stigma and discrimi-

In Nelson Mandela Mandela Bay, we participated in the launch of the 16
days of Activism event that was held in Missionvale. This event was meant
to launch the all-important campaign against GBV (Gender Based Violence)
nationwide and included an address that was to be given by President Jacob Zuma. SARCS partnered with the DoH to render HCT services, TB
screening and sputum collections. Diabetes screening and testing as well

tray the lessons taught by Red Cross Peer Educators

nation to comedy plays depicting girls asserting their
rights, the children were able to express themselves
in fun and creative ways. After the concert, peer educators engaged with children and handed out peer
education certificates to those who had participated
in the courses throughout the year.

as blood pressure screening and testing were also conducted.
Part of the mission of the Red Cross is to foster human dignity. Campaigns
were conducted in Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth and East London and primary
schools where discussions on sexual reproductive health for girls in
their early teens was held. So many
young women do not realise the
importance of sexual health, use
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of sanitary towels as well as other
hygiene practices that are aimed
at promoting healthy sexual development in young people. For our
campaign, SARCS distributed sanitary towels and information leaflets
to more than 180 girls. Four primary schools were targeted, namely
Enqileni, Melumzi, Sthembile and
Masakhe Primary Schools.
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DISASTER IN DURBAN
Fires on the 4th November Cator Crest and Belair informal settlement
homes were burnt down to ashes which left over 200 people homeless. Distributions of blankets mattresses in a joint venture with Ethe-

GERMISTON FIRE

kwini Disaster Management were made.

11 homes were destroyed in Dukatole and

Major Fire on Foreman Road informal settlement on the morning of the
12th November. Assessments were conducted right away. Over 2000
people and 460 structures were affected. Blankets were handed out.
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SARCS distributed blankets. 33 people
were affected and they all received blankets as relief material.
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GORDONS BAY FIRE
The fires in Sir Lowry’s Pass and Gordon’s
Bay spread to Grabouw near the mountain
area. SARCS in the Western Cape was on
the scene assisting with water for the fire
fighters. The team also visited families to
see how they can be supported especially
with counselling and psychosocial support.
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INTERNATIONAL TOILET DAY
The informal settlement of Fairview in Port Elizabeth is situated in the peri-urban area of Greenbushes which is mostly reliant on small scale farming. This community has 367
shacks which share 60 toilets (on average 1 toilet for 6
households) and one communal tap. Most of the people
are living in extreme poverty. The toilets are pit toilets and
there is a continual reek in the area as the human excrement
is absorbed into the ground.
For International Toilet day, SARCS appealed to Trade Value
for a donation of buckets and hygiene products. 24 buckets were filled and distributed to the neediest households in
the area. Along with education on how to prevent infections
as well as dissemination on why toilet hygiene is important.

SPELLING BEE
A spelling Bee competition was held at Kgamanyane Primary

by Strands Stationery. The support for this event was pro-

School in Mokopane. Learners from Grade 4 to Grade 7 too

vided by Mogalakwena Football for Hope and SARCS youth

part and were awarded trophies and certificates sponsored

who organised and put the vent together.
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