
During the fires that took place on the 24th of June, the Red Cross staff 

and volunteers came together and donated a bed, blankets and clothes 

to help a family of 4 whose shack was completely burnt down.

One of the volunteers also donated her own shack to help the family with 

accommodation. She went over and above the call of duty and the Red 

Cross salutes you for your heartlessness and living up to our humanitar-

ian work but being ALWAYS NEEDED, ALWAYS THERE!

On the 7th of June, the Red Cross Germ-
iston Branch took to the streets of Germ-
iston and Alberton to distribute blankets, 
clothing and shoes to those that sleep 
on the streets and alley ways of these 
areas. This day could not have come at 
a better time as it was declared one of 
the coldest days for this winter season. 
The appreciation of these items could be 
seen across the faces of the males and 
females who were recipients.
We were accompanied, as they do ev-
ery year, by the Germiston and Alberton 
South African Police Service who guid-
ed us in the right direction of where we 
could land a hand and assist in distribut-
ing the much needed blankets and warm 
clothes.
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From the 19th to 23rd of June; peer education, psychosocial support 
(PSS) and Young Women in Development (YWD) training was conducted 
for students in Bloemfontein.

FREE STATE 



June 16 is the day that honours the deaths of many Soweto schoolchil-
dren, a day in 1976 that changed the course of South Africa’s history. 
It is commemorated every single year to remember those who fought 
battles that allow the youth of today to live in a country with opportuni-
ties that are available to them.

On the 17th of June Youth Day event in Limpopo was celebrated by or-
ganizing a seminar in order infuse the youth with the spirit of leadership 
aimed at nation building and instilling in them with good moral codes. 
Like the rest of the country, the Youth Day leadership seminar hosted 
by the South African Red Cross Society and Mogalakwena Football for 
Hope Centre placed emphasis on promoting leadership on awareness 
against drug and substance abuse. The event will included debates, 
motivational talks, play and dance performances. 

School and non-school youth, representatives from youth organiza-
tions, representatives of leadership and moral regeneration including 
SARCS staff were all gathered for the seminar. The Mogalakwena Foot-
ball for Hope Centre hosted the youth day commemoration leadership 
seminar with the aim of motivating the community’s youth, placing 
emphasis on promoting leadership and awareness around drug and 
substance abuse. The seminar infused the youth with the spirit of lead-
ership with some of our influential people in the community, the guest 
speakers included one of the South African Red Cross Society board 
members Pastor Cheardly Hangwani, Mr Sekanka from the Waterberg 
district Department of Social Development, Lehlogonolo Mogale from 
the National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) and Hlahla Lekalakala 
from the Moral Regeneration Movement.

Lehlogonolo Mogale addressed the youth about the different career 
opportunities that they can access; while Hlahla Lekalakala went on 
to regenerate the good morals to the young people. Pastor Hangwani 
indicated that the youth should symbolize their lives with that of a preg-
nant woman, because the woman does not eat or drink anything that 
will damage or destroy that which is growing inside of her (the unborn 
baby). This represented the choices today’s youth make that in turn 
destroy their future and dreams.

Gauteng branches came together to celebrate the 
day with youth representing their different branches. 
Around 70 youth gathered at the Germiston branch 
to have their voices heard as they discussed topics 
that included; Unemployment, Migration, Substance 
Abuse, Gender Based Violence, Discrimination and 
Economic Crisis. Everyone in attendance tackled the 
debate on the issues with great enthusiasm. This day 
not only aimed to bring the Gauteng youth togeth-
er to deliberate on important issues but to also en-
courage the youth going forward, to keep the youth 
structures alive and fight for their right to have a say, 
be heard and take their rightful place in society as the 
future of this country.

The youth day event took place on the 24th of June 
and it not only addressed matters around teenage 
pregnancy and drugs, it also touched on all matters 
that hinder our youth and make it difficult, and al-
most impossible to them to flourish as young people 
in society.

The day was commemorated at Kwazakhele Red 
Cross Centre and there was a rally marching against 
violence against women and children. This is one of 
the causes Red Cross 
is really passionate 
about.

During the event, to 
entertain the youth 
and bring the fun ele-
ment to the day, net-
ball and soccer teams 
played against each 
other to summarise 
the day’s festivities.
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On the 23rd June SARCS in Limpopo hosted a march to 
strengthen and support community structures such as the 
Mogalakwena Municipality and Community Policing Fo-
rum. We were joined by the Mogalakwena Mayor Cllr An-
drina Matsemela addressed the young people with matters 
around drug and substance abuse to show their commit-
ment with reducing the supply of drugs in the community. 

Relevance of National Youth Day is the most important seg-
ment of any society and it is imperative that the community’s 
youth is motivated therefore the community leaders were 
encouraged to play a role in doubling their initiatives to fight 
drugs and substance abuse in the community. 

The march was led the Mayor 
of the town and also a former Red Cross volun-
teer who really understands the hardships of what the youth 
in our communities go through on a day to day basis.
At another venue in Giyani a youth outreach campaign was 
run where the youth and community members were ad-
dressed on drug and substance abuse.

DRUG AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE MARCH
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On 30 June, MTN Foundation South African General Manager Mthun-
zi-Hairwadzi and her team donated 600 food parcels and 600 blankets 
to aid fire victims that have been affected by devastation in the recent 
past. In her speech she confirmed that in responding to the calls for 
support, SARCS reputation in dealing with disasters and constantly 
being on the ground when most needed, is what propelled the organ-
isation to partner with us to provide relief to Port Elizabeth and Knysna 
sites which have been severely affected.

As an NGO, donations such as these enable us to reach tons of people 
who really need our support and corporates like MTN, no matter the 
funding, helps us shine a light for those who sometimes have lost all 
hope. Some recipients were present to receive the donations.
We would like to thank MTN for the support. 

MTN FOUNDATION IN SUPPORT

Shacks in South Coast Road were on 
fire on the 29th June. Approximately 250 
people were displaced and 94 house-
holds were affected by the fire.

Relief in terms of temporary shelter was 
provided by Disaster Management and 
SARCS assisted with distributing blan-
kets, woollen hats and sanitary items to 
all the victims that were affected.

DURBAN DISASTERS
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The Lepelle Nkumpi Local Municipality invited the South African 

Red Cross together with Capricorn District Municipality Disaster 

Mangement, Eskom, Fire and Rescue Services, SASSA, Road 

Accident Fund, Department of Home Affairs, Emergency Med-

ical Services, South African Police Services and Department of 

Social Development to support the municipality by increasing 

knowledge awareness of basic services in the area. 

The public awareness aims to encourage the community to 

access programmes offered by the Red Cross. Dissemination 

of SARCS Health and Care services was done. The campaign 

placed emphasis on the awareness of Malaria outbreak around 

the Limpopo Province, and our volunteers were trained on the 

symptoms of Malaria. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS
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On 7th June, deadly fires left hundreds homeless in the East-
ern Cape (Thornhill) and Western Cape (Knysna) and other 
surrounding areas. For many days after the disaster struck, fire 
fighters were battling to put the fires out and the fires left with it 
great devastation amongst communities of these areas. To date, 
SARCS has been responding to the victims and so far, over 
1000 blankets have been distributed to the victims after they 
were evacuated from their homes. Relief items also included hot 
meals, food parcels, masks to protect from fire inhalation, sani-
tary parcels and mattresses. Different corporates and individuals 
came together and gave supplies to Red Cross to distribute to 
people in this time of great need.  

Over 100 volunteers in both provinces were mobilised and they 
were on the ground for at least two weeks offering support. 

SARCS would like to send their deepest condolences to families 
of all who lost their lives during these disturbing events.  

THANK YOU to every employee and volunteer who have worked 
tirelessly non-stop to provide aid to alleviate suffering where pos-
sible after the fires. To all individuals, companies and NGO’s who 
have supported us in this endeavour, THANK YOU.

IT IS NOT HOW MUCH WE GIVE 
BUT HOW MUCH LOVE WE PUT INTO GIVING
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In bringing hope to South Africa’s vulnerable communities 
again this year, Jaguar Land Rover dealerships have a Land 
Rover Discovery Sport fitted with a Land Rover Hope Box. 
This container is used to collect donations of non-perish-
able foodstuffs, toiletries, children’s toys, educational items, 
clothing and blankets. Along with donations from dealer 
staff and customers, members of the public are also able to 
contribute some of these essential items. Since the Western 
Cape and Eastern Cape fires that overcame these regions 
this month, the Hope Boxes seemed to fill up faster and 
some donations have already been sent directly to Knysna 
to offer relief.
 
Western Province Rugby are also supporting this cause this 
year. Hence the Hope Boxes collection drive has also been 
arranged at the Western Province Rugby headquarters, 
where Land Rover Rugby Ambassadors #MudBrothers will 
encourage donations from fans and other rugby sponsors. 
The campaign will wrap up at the end of July and all dona-
tions will be distributed by the Red Cross to communities 
that need a helping hand.

“The Land Rover Hope Boxes campaign is about support-
ing one another, which is exactly what sponsors and our 

faithful fans do for us,” said Western Province Rugby Group 
CEO, Paul Zacks. “We would like to encourage people to 
support this drive with the same passion they show for our 
teams at DHL Newlands.”

As an addition to this, a video which will be part of the an-
nouncement of Sikhumbuzo Notshe (Western Cape Storm-
ers Rugby Player) as the Land Rover Ambassador and part 
“call to action” for fans and sponsors to donate to the Hope 
Boxes, was shot with the kids from Sinobomi Red Cross 
Creche in Nyanga, Western Cape.
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MOU renewal with the Department of Health in Eastern Cape.
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