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DISASTER RESPONSE AND RELIEF:
Some parts of KZN were partially hit by heavy rains over the
weekend of 7th-8th January. Two children were killed when the
house they were in collapsed during torrential rain in Nquthu
Municipality in Nquthu, Northern KZN. Three other people sustained injuries ranging from minor to critical from the debris as
the house was constructed with stones and mud. Blankets
were sent by the Red Cross to assist the victims. The SARCS
team was accompanied by the Department of Social Development when visiting the families of the two children who passed
on. Counselling support was provided for the bereaved family
and first aid was services were given to those with minor injuries. District Disaster Management also distributed some relief
in the form of mattresses.
The Free State Province is among the provinces that are increasingly becoming more prone to weather related disasters
ranging from floods, frostbite, droughts and tornados. In the
past Five years, South Africa Red Cross Society in Free State
responded to a number of floods and tornado disasters in the
province. Between 2012 and 2017 floods caused damage to
property and crops. Large scale damage occurred, especially
in informal settlements (Phase 9, 10 and Khayelisha). A total of 126 households have been affected as From the 11 –

13th January 2017
due to heavy rain
falls. Several homes built
on the banks of major rivers
were flooded, especially those
in the low lying areas. There were
also fears that the bridges leading into
residential areas would be closed, children
would not be able to go to school as they are
using this very bridge. Mangaung Metro Municipality was hit by torrential rains, leaving 126 people
vulnerable.

RELATIONSHIPS:

SARCS, as per its mandate is interested in addressing
the needs of the most vulnerable in our communities and
with our expertise in Disaster Management, Health and
Care and Early Childhood development, we are interested
in combining our efforts with that of the Northern Cape
government and UNICEF.
This relationship can lead to alleviating of suffering of different forms wherever it may be and the mutual relationship
can serve to facilitate development of sustainable models
that can assist all parties involved to achieve this.

“

There’s no disaster
that can’t become
a blessing, and no
blessing that can’t
become a disaster.
Richard Bach

On the 12th January 2017 in ZF Mgcawu Municipality in
the Northern Cape, a meeting took place to further deliberate on these potential partnerships with SARCS CEO
and Disaster Management team from Western Cape. In
attendance was the Local and District Mayor and UNICEF.
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“

The Red Cross in collaboration with UNICEF wants to look
at working with the relevant stakeholders in UPINGTON,
Northern Cape to assess the needs as per strategic plan
of our Government and in terms of the directive of the
South African Red Cross and UNICEF in finding possible
solutions.

