
During October, the theme of not only providing disaster relief to fire vic-

tims, but also engaging on the safety of communities was emphasized 

in all activities carried out. Our greatest area of concern remains the 

safety of children at crèches. Although emergency plans are in place, 

we found that educators often did not know of them and children had 

not been trained on how to respond to emergencies. There were no 

emergency alarms in place and some educators did not grasp the con-

cept of immediate emergency evacuation procedures.  SARCS worked 

with Early Childhood Development (ECD) teachers and children to teach 

them what to do in an event of a fire.  Whistles were donated by the Red 

Cross which will now become their early warning system on the play-

ground and in class.  Many of the crèches visited were informal, estab-

lished by private individuals in their backyards because parents had no 

other means of caring for their children while they sought employment in 

town or worked away from home.  Often these sites were more vulner-

able and affected by hazards such as rusty fencing and dangerous ob-

stacles lying around.  360 children were reached during the month and 

24 ECD educators received informal training.  This project will continue 

into 2018 to ensure ongoing support.

Limpopo: 

From Monday the 9th October, Limpopo Prov-
ince responded with blankets to approximately 
300 households in the Vhembe District. People 
were evacuated to temporary shelters in the 
areas they reside, as they do not want to leave 
their possessions alone.  As more rain was pre-
dicted for the Limpopo area until Wednesday 
and torrential rain until December, Shoprite/
Checkers our disaster partner assisted with a 
donation for SARCS to provide food parcels 
and a field kitchen for sustenance for those af-
fected. Ravele and Madabane villages were as-
sisted with 129 hygiene packs with 720 school 
children and 250 community members fed by 
the mobile soup kitchen. 7 families in Limp345 
were given food parcels and blankets. 400 
blankets were issued to the affected families in 
the villages mentioned.
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KZN: 
Meanwhile KZN was hit by Hurricane Sifiso and the 
storm was classified as a category 3 storm. The KZN 
Province was serving in the WARD 90 whereby 500 
people were affected by the storm.

Distribution was done in the Portshepstone area where 
food packs and blankets were distributed. Students at 
the Mangosuthu University of Technology benefited 
from food parcels as the institution was flooded during 
the storms. Distribution of blankets and food items 
also took place in Kwamancinza, Umlazi.

On the 19th shacks in Burnwood were burnt to ashes 
and relief items in the form of blankets were sent.

Gauteng: 
Germiston Branch in Gauteng assisted 150 dwell-
ings (350 beneficiaries) in the Delmore Gardens area. 
SARCS distributed 350 blankets. Islamic Relief came 
on board to assist the branch with food parcels as 
those affected had not been relocated to temporary 
shelters as they preferred staying the area they reside 
due to the fear of their belongings being stolen.Nelson Mandela Bay Photo: Eastern Cape

Ward 40 in the Nelson Mandela Bay Metro has more than 15 informal 

settlements.  Although the picturesque peri-urban areas of Seaview 

and Van Staadens makes up the ward, they are surrounded by infor-

mal settlements that have very high unemployment and substance 

abuse rates.  Many small children are left with relatives who due 

to alcoholism don’t care for the toddlers properly or parents have 

to leave and travel quite a distance into town every day to look for 

jobs.  Councillor Jason Grobbelaar approached the Red Cross for 

help and support for one of their crèches that is ill equipped to look 

after children.  Toddlers and babies were left to sleep on a carpeted 

cement floor.  This often results in children becoming ill with chest 

infections.  Many of the children did not even have blankets to cover 

them.  Red Cross donated 10 mattresses and 10 blankets to the 

crèche in support of a healthy and comfortable environment for early 

childhood development.

SUPPORT TO ECD’S IN IMPOVERISHED AREAS DISASTERS (CONT’D)

ENGAGING YOUTH IN HEALTH AND CARE ISSUES

The Oasis Symposium for Youth was held at NMU in Nelson Man-

dela Bay and various organizations and departments were invited to 

engage with the numerous NGO’s that support in and out of school 

youth.  It was funded by The Learning Trust and spear headed by the 

University. The funders contracted NMU to develop an app that re-

flects all NGO’s that support youth to enable easier access to NGO’s 

by young people and general members of the public. SARCS was the 

theme leader of psychosocial support under Health and Care.
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In order for SARCS to succeed in its message promoting 

behaviour change, it has chosen to target primary school 

children, engaging with them through use of innovative and 

creative strategies ensuring that messages have a long last-

ing impact.

Early sexual debut amongst school children of primary 

school age is of high concern in the Province.  This at risk 

behaviour often leads to other more serious risks such as 

HIV, STI, unwanted pregnancy or substance abuse.  The 

‘sugar daddy’ syndrome among impoverished school girls 

creates a serious risk of adoption of behaviours that could 

impact their future negatively.

A more cohesive effort is needed from parents, community 

leaders and educators to bring about acceptable norms and 

standards among our youth.  SARCS EC Province is cur-

rently seeking an MOU with the Department of Education to 

standardize peer education is selected ‘troubled’ schools.  

Information sharing and feedback during stakeholder meet-

ings has become a critical part of identifying the need for peer 

education interventions.  It is hoped that this first step of de-

veloping morals and values in our young children will carry 

them through difficult decision making processes in the future.

KZN Youth members conducted an awareness session on 

various Cancers in partnership with Community Media Trust- 

Sayinqoba as well as Health Systems Trust at Phapiyini Sec-

ondary School. Health Systems Trust offered a Cancer and 

other Communicable Diseases including HIV, Screening to 

both boy and girls.

Kagiso High School in Bloemfontein was visited during this 

month by Peer Educators to do awareness on Substance 

abuse and Peer Pressure as the school is experiencing high 

volume of gangsterism and an unruly drug problem.

In Limpopo the focus this month was on sports and peer 

education where emphasis was put on football, promotion 

and enhancement of participation of youth in and around 

the community as football is utilized as a tool to facilitate, 

address and raise awareness in social and health issues af-

fecting our youth today. Through this, the youth was em-

powered, educated and capacitated through football. We 

fostered partnerships with schools around our community 

as it is the hotspot for most of the youth. We hosted soccer 

tournaments, street soccer games and conducted coach-

ing clinics in order to scout and develop new talents. Over 

and above this, we managed to see two schools before the 

commencement of the final exams, that is; Kgati ya Moshate 

High and Madiphatlo Kgomo Primary School. The topics of 

discussion were drugs, substance abuse, stigma and dis-

crimination. As a Limpopo branch we hosted daily indoors 

peer education at Mogalakwena Football for Hope Centre 

for the kids.
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On the 16th, KZN tackled TB and raised awareness on the 

disease and mental health issues. SARCS was at the school 

where the event was held to mobilize efforts in support of bet-

ter mental health amongst our communities. Our Red Cross 

trainer demonstrated on breast cancer examination and also 

spoke of the pink ribbon and what it symbolises. 

On the 20th, after they all passed the course sponsored by 

the University of the Free State, SARCS volunteers were hon-

oured in a graduation ceremony after they completed a short 

course presented by the Department of Computer Science 

and Informatics.

SARCS partnered with SA Maniacs to renovate a 

home for the disabled in Phase 6 (Reamohetswe 

Care and Development Centre). SA Maniacs are 

a group of Mini-Cooper drivers who get togeth-

er to charity work in the community. Together 

with the Red Cross in the Free State, they also 

cleaned the home and donated food items to as-

sist as there is always a need for these services.

20 volunteers from Germiston and staff reported 

to Marshall traffic and massaged all the aches and 

nooks at the Mc Steel Carnival City Cycle Race.
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